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HILLSIDE COMMENTARY
Students tour the 
Archibald Motley 
museum premiere 
By Ashley Weber
Staff Writer
 A few weeks ago, the 
arts department at the Nash-
er Museum at Duke Univer-
sity invited Hillside students, 
along with a few other high 
school students, to the pre-
miere of the Archibald Motley: 
Jazz Age Modernist exhibit.
 The exhibit was cre-
ated and organized by Rich-
ard J. Powell. His goal was 
to bring recognition to one 
of the major contributors 
to the Harlem Renaissance, 
Archibald John Motley.
 Archibald John Mot-
ley Jr. was born in New Or-
leans, Louisiana but lived 
and worked in Chicago for 
most of his life. Mr. Motley 
was one of the first classically 
trained African American art-
ists in the Twentieth Century.
 Mr. Motley had a way 
of bringing his portraits to life. 
 In the exhibit, Mr. 

Motley has portraits of his 
family and friends, Browns-
ville Street club scenes, paint-
ing of his time spent in Paris, as 
well as other experiences from 
the various places he traveled.
 One of my favorite 
paintings was a portrait of 
his grandmother. The paint-
ing looked so realistic I felt as 
if I was seeing her in person.
 Another favorite 
painting of mine was of a 
woman who was one-eighth 
black. This really showed how 
talented he was as a paint-
er and how he could cap-
ture all shades of skin color.
 One of Mr. Motley’s 
famous quotes is, “I don’t 
paint black people, I paint 
colored people.” In his paint-
ing he had a variety of shades 
of white and black people.
 Mr. Motley had a 
true talent for capturing 
images as they really are.
 

By Nathaniel Cockerham 
Staff Writer
 After a long anxious 
wait for students and par-
ents,  Hillside, as well as oth-
er  Durham Public Schools,  
was finally able to send out 
report cards  on Feb. 12, after 
the arrival of late test scores. 
Students were finally able to 
see how they did on their fi-
nal exams after a three-week 
wait. Before report cards  were 
sent out, students had trou-
ble trying to change and/or 
drop some of their classes.
 “A lot of students are 
concerned about graduation,” 
English teacher Leslie Street 
said. “ A lot of students who 
came to me were anxious.”
 “It’s hurting seniors 
who are sending in col-
lege applications,” Senior 

Khyla Wood said. “Par-
ents will be concerned 
about their kids’ grades.”
 “Students are possi-
bly in the wrong classes,” En-
glish teacher Jaclyn Novotny 
said. “We can’t give them 
[out] without test scores.” She 
also thinks that it is possible 
that they might do the same 
thing at the end of the year. 
“Any time there is a written 
component, it is delayed.”
 After getting the re-
port cards, it was easier to 
place students into their cor-
rect classes. However, with 
graduation coming soon, 
is it possible that some se-
niors will have to wait un-
til the very last moment to 
find out if they passed all of 
their classes? How big an ef-
fect will that have on them?

Late report cards lead to 
high student anxiety

How do I see the exhibit?
*Location: Nasher Museum on the 
Duke campus
*Time: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
*Dates: Jan. 30- May 11

TOP: Ashley Weber 
takes a behind-the-
scenes tour of the Ar-
chibald Motley exhibit 
at the Nasher Muse-
um. The tour guide 
explains the signifi-
cance of this painting 
of a black church.

LEFT: This painting is 
a good example of Mr. 
Motley’s ability to use 
color.
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RIGHT: Hillside 
senior Imani Nunn 
reads the autobiog-
raphy of Archibald 
Motley, an import-
ant contributor to 
the Harlem Renais-
sance. 
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